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SUB J : NORDIC COUNCIL OF TRADE UNIONS MEETING JAN. 26-27 

REF: BRUSSELS 17487 

1 . THE NORDIC COUNCIL OF TRADE UNIONS, WHICH GROUPS 
TOGETHER EIGHT NATIONAL CENTERS FROM FIVE COUNTRIES 
(INCLUDING ICELAND), WILL GET A LOT OF ATTENTION FROM 
BRUSSELS WHEN ITS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS IN STOCKHOLM 
AT THE END OF THIS WEEK. 

2. OTTO KERSTEN, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU).AND ENZO 
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FRISO, ICFTU STAFFER, ARE SCHEDULED TO ATTEND THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING ON JAN. 27 TO PARTICIPATE 
IN DISCUSSION OF TWO AGENDA ITEMS: (A) RECENT LABOR 
DEVELOPMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA AND (B) THE ICFTU CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. IN ADDITION, MATHIAS HINTERSCHEID, GENERAL SECRETARY 
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OF THE EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION (ETUC), AND HIS 
DEPUTY, SVEN-ERIK STERNER, ARE PLANNING TO BE IN STOCKHOLM 
FOR A NORDIC COUNCIL DINNER THE EVENING OF JAN. 26 AND 
EXPECT TO HAVE A SEPARATE SESSION THAT EVENING WITH 
EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND THE COUNCIL'S NEW GENERAL SECRETARY, 
LEONARD FORSSEBACK OF THE SWEDISH TCO. ACCORDING TO 
STERNER, ETUC OFFICIALS WISH TO DISCUSS TWO ETUC PROJECTS 
WHICH, AT NORDIC COUNCIL INITIATIVE, THE LAST ETUC 
COMMITTEE (REFTEL) APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE: (A) HOLDING A 
EUROPEAN "DAY OF ACTION" DESIGNED TO PROD GOVERNMENTS 
TO DO MORE ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT AND (B) PROMOTING A 
EUROPEAN "TRIPARTITE" (LABOR, MANAGEMENT, GOVERNMENTS) 
CONFERENCE TO DEAL WITH THE REGION S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 
BECAUSE OF OTHER COMMITMENTS, HINTF.R SC.HETD AND STERNER 
ARE NOT PLANNING TO STAY FOR THE JAN. 27 SESSIONS. 

4. AN ETUC SOURCE FAMILIAR WITH THE NORDIC COUNCIL'S 
THINKING SAID THAT INCLUSION OF LATIN AMERICA ON THE 
COUNCIL S AGENDA IS NOT DUE TO THE EXISTENCE OF ANY 
SPECIAL "PROBLEM," BUT TO RECOGNITION, ON BOTH THE ICFTU 
AND NORDIC SIDES, THAT NORDIC LABOR LEADERS COULD USE AN 
UPDATE ON LATIN AMERICAN LABOR DEVELOPMENTS AND ICFTU 
VIEWS ABOUT THEM. HINTON 
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